A  RIVER  VIEW

sundown it was nearly hushed. Then, as the chill
of night came on, the conditions were reversed,
and the ice began to thunder under the effects of
contraction; cracks opened from shore to shore,
and grew to be two or three inches broad under the-
shrinkage of the ice. On the morrow the expansion
of the ice often found vent in one of these cracks,
the two edges would first crush together, and then
gradually overlap each other for two feet or more.

This expansive force of the sun upon the ice is
sometimes enormous. I have seen the ice explode
with a loud noise and a great commotion in the
water, and a huge crack shoot like a thunderbolt
from shore to shore, with its edges overlapping and
shivered into fragments.

When unprotected by a covering of snow, the
ice, under the expansive force of the sun, breaks
regularly, every two or three miles, from shore to
shore. The break appears as a slight ridge, formed
by the edges of the overlapping ice.

This icy uproar is like thunder, because it seems
to proceed from something in swift motion; you
cannot locate it; it is everywhere and yet nowhere.
There is something strange and phantom-like about
it. To the eye all is still and rigid, but to the ear
all is in swift motion.

This crystal cloud does not open and let the bolt
leap forth, but walk upon it and you see the ice
shot through and through in every direction with
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